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SUBJECT: REFORM OF FRENCH AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL SERVICES 
REF: PARIS 6481; PARIS 6631 

1. WE UNDERSTAND THAT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT- 
ATION, AYMAR ACHILLE-FOULD, HAS OUTLINED TO UNION LEADERS 
REPRESENTING AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS A PROPOSED PLAN FOR 
REORGANIZING THE SERVICES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTROL OF 
AIR TRAFFIC OVER FRANCE. THIS PLAN, WHICH WAS DEVELOPED 
BY GOF SERVICES CONCERNED, WAS SUBMITTED TO THE GOF FOR 
STUDY WITH GOAL BEING ADOPTION BY THE COUNCIL OF MINIS- 
TERS BY MID- APRIL. 

2. THE PLAN INCLUDES THE CREATION OF A "DIRECTORATE 
GENERAL FOR AIRSPACE", WHICH WOULD BE AN INTERDEPART- 
MENTAL BODY REPORTING TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
TRANSPORTATION AND INTEGRATING MILITARY AND CIVIL SER- 
VICES RESPONSIBLE FOR AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL. THE FORMATION 
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THE "DELEGATION A L'ESPACE AERIEN" WHICH IS A CIVIL/MILI- 
TARY COORDINATING COMMITTEE REPORTING TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S CABINET; THE DIRECTORATE OF AIR NAVIGATION IN 
THE SGAC AND OF THE DIRECTORATE FOR MILITARY AIR TRAFFIC. 

3. AGENCE FRANCE PRESS REPORTS IN A NEWS RELEASE DATED 
MARCH 28 THAT THE AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS' UNIONS (CFTC & 
CGT), ALTHOUGH AGREEING TO THE NEED FOR RESTRUCTURING AIR 
TRAFFIC CONTROL, REITERATED THEIR OPPOSITION TO MIXING 
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL FUNCTIONS 
ENABLING THE MILITARY TO TAKE OVER "IN CASE OF CRISIS". 

4. GIRAUD, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF AIR NAVIGATION AT SGAC. 
INFORMED FAA REP THAT IN HIS OPINION REFORM WAS NEEDED. 

IT WOULD FACILITATE COORDINATION BETWEEN CIVILIAN AND 
MILITARY USE OF AIRSPACE AND PROVIDE FRANCE WITH INTE- 
GRATED AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL SYSTEM. HE THOUGHT IT UNLIKE- 
LY THAT CIVILIAN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS WOULD GO OUT ON 
STRIKE IN PROTEST AND HE DISMISSED THEIR COMPLAINTS AS 
THE KIND OF REACTION THAT OFTEN GREETS ANY MAJOR REFORM. 
STONE 
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